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OQ" The following letters are extracted from the 
“ Monthly Repository,”’ an European publication.— 
As we are anxious to preserve every thing which 


throws light upon the history of Mr. WiscmeEstER, we 
give them to our readers. ane 
= wut oeges, Spiialfiedis, Jan. 10, 1823. 
_ Sir,--Some particulars have lately come into my 
possession relative to the intercourse between the late 
Dr. Priestley and the Rev. Elhanan Winchester in 
America, and I beg leave to offer them as deserving 
to be recorded in the Monthly Repository. In conver- 
sation with a respected friend, I remarked that I was 
informed from undoubted authority, that the late Mr. 
Winchester, the Universalist, though a Trinitarian, 


he - 


_was a most liberal Christian, and possessed a truly 


Catholic spirit, which he evinced by his friendly con- 
duct towards Dr. Priestley in America, after the Dr. 
had been expelled from his native land, by those whose 
intolerant spirit could not bear the freedom and ener- 
gy with which that great man advocated the cause of 
tratb and uesiioyed Christianity. Wishing to possess 
a correct statement of the particulars. | requested my 
sister, who resided’ at that time in Philadelphia, to 
furnish me with any that fell within her knowledge, 
which she kindly and readily did in a letter from 
which I have made the following extracts, and which 
places both of those eminent characters in anestimable 
light. Saw. Hanr. 

hy Exeter, Dec. Va, 12??. 


Wear brothet,—it is 2Ow wear five aed twenty years 
since | was in America, having sailed therefrom for 


England in the spring of 1798, and im the lapse of a 
quarter of a century many circumstances have faded 
from my mind: at your request, however, I will with 
cheerfulness endeavor to call back to remembrance 
the occurrences of those Iong-departed days. It is 
ever a pleasure to me to reflect on the character of the 
inte Mr. Winchester, in which was combined unifor- 
mity of Christian conduct and deportment with great 
urbanity and benevolence of heart ;-and what renders 
his memory peculiarly estimable to me, was that art- 
lessness of manners, singularly his own, and an unaf- 
fected liberality which he manifested towards Dr. 
Priestley the first winter the Doctor came down to Phila- 
delphia to preach,& for which | was quite unprepared. 

I believe that Dr. Priestley’s and Mr. Winchester’s 
being first made known to each other arose from the 
following circumstance: when the Doctor was.coming 
to Philade)phia, in the autumn of 1795 or 6, I think, 
to deliver his first course of Lectures, (afterwards 
printed,) the Unitarians of Philadelphia, who were 
lately from England, set on foot and concluded a nego- 
ciation with the Universalists for the use,on Sunday 
forenoons, of a place of worship then building by them 
in Lombard-street, wherein Dr.Priestley might preach. 

The four walls were raised and the roof on, but the 
internal fittings up had not been commenced: how- 
ever our friends made an advance of some hundreds of 
dollars, and employed great activity and energy, se 
that very soon the house was com letely benched, and 
a pulpit erected, and though net quite finished, it was 
opened for divine service. The congregations that at- 
sended were so numerous that the house could vot 
contain them, so that as many were obliged to stand as 
sit, and even the door-ways were crowded with peo- 
ple. Mr. Vice-Presidént Adams was among the regu- 
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Winchester was never absent, an _pe-constantly gave 
out the hymns when that excellent ¢ 
read them himself. 
On the floor, directly in frout of (-epulpi 













to it, was placed a long seat, wi. atk andar 
atable helene it: vay Wid: mh we eek 
ecoupied by elderly men, members 11 the Unive 


society, Mr. Winchester would take bis plate, 1 

he went into the pulpit with the I octor, it bein: 
enough to hold several: this | need not say 
strong mark of friendly-heartedness and liberality, 


Doctor’s clerk, to some of his owa people, many 
whom were Antinomians. Well, thus did Mr. Wit 


eted to the subject, end a face be 
love. 

At the close of the course Dr. P 
that, on the Sunday following, h 
directly on the person of Chri 
rians’ view of the subject, and 
would be celebrated at the concluii : 
this intimation prodaced a sensation indeed, among the 
Philadelpbians ; they were puzzled, not being able to 
conceive what Unitarians or Deists, as they termed 
them, had to do with it. One exclaims with surprise, 










| they receive the Lord’s Supper! - Another, what have | 
they to do with Christ ? Want chen ae ae M 
| de wot beleerre im ‘Chrast, they are Deists. The ides ss te Me 
_aua, (eet 2D UCertarar and 2 West meant, on the . : . ee 
laid: the canis Ghing> av entiuliag the Gales og Mr — Dr. Priestley, who received 
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chester use to sit, placing himself so as to have the eye} out 
eonstantly directed to be recht te attention riv-|, 
withheavenly| . oo. 









Dr. Priestley was 
Doctor, who was in 
We went together 
not at Lome; Mrs. Pr 
much to see Sir. Wi 


‘hia tien. te 


in fact, gave umbrage, together with his acting asthe Mr, 
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friendly manner. After 


i belong as little to Christ as the latter, it naturally . : : . 
| ; hour’s interesting conversation we were obliged reluc- 


rians not being Chmistians, it was truly absurd for 
them to commemorate the death of Christ by receiving 
the Lord’s Supper: however, the Unitarians were 
glad to assemble round the table of their Lord, espe- 
i cially with such a ministering servant of their profes- 
sion; and I! greatly mistake if Mr. Winchester did not 
give an indisputable and unambignous testimony of 
Christian love and forbearance in partaking with them ; 
unhappily too, as by so doing he increased the offence 
before given to some of bis more rigid adherents in his 
friendiy demeanor to Dr. Priestley. Afternoons and ev- 
enings Mr. Winchester resumed his ministerial labors 
in his own pulpit, and afternoons Dr. Priesley was as 
attentive a hearer as in the morning he had been an 
excellent speaker. 

On the same day that Dr. Priestley gave out his 
next Sunday’s subject to be Unitarianism ; after their 
own service it was notified that Mr. Winchester would, 
by desire, on that evening, defend the doctrine of the 
Trinity. He did preach about it to t#® dissatisfaction 
of many of his friends, and many more thought he had 
been peculiarly unbappy that evening m wielding the 
weapons of Trinitarianism. His general preaching was 
on the love of God, earnestly endeavoring to persuade 
men to obedience to the laws of their heavenly Father, 
ov account of his great love and goodness to them.— 
He himself appeared to be deeply imbued with the 
principle of gratitude : he was very fond of plasmody, 
and used to delight in pacing his room for a long time 
together, singing the following hymn: 


This God is the God we adore, 
Our faithful, unchangeable friend, 
Whose love is as great as his power, 





lar attendants, and to the best of my recollection, Mr. 





enough foliowed, in their way of reasoning, that Unita- | tantly to depart, as we had a previ 


’ 


ement. I 


Wm. TITFORD, _ 











And neither knows measure nor end. 


need not be informed of the character of his ia 

formances. He seems to have very clear , 
the relative value of 
we think bas brought the market price of 1 
rather below that of a good calf, (let the truth 
expression atone for its vulgarity) ashe .nakes 
pear tisat less than a dollar will, in genera 
soul from the wrath of his god. 
calculations, however, he'is uo more 1 
formerly, for consisteacy; as will be 
lowing paragraphs from his late Address bq 


«“ 


merican Education Society: 

‘* What grow! is that | hea¥ from the dis ¥ 
Who is it that.snarls and gr : 

roject of furnishin id: 

them to the 
rely thinks he has 

Bible? 
ed the ‘ pot thus 
ried to the eve §. 
in some respects. He would se 
the heathen good even 
the extent of its promises. 
fights under false colors. Witt 4 





Ese 


was much pleased with the Conversation that took’ 
place between these gentlemen. and could not help 
wishing that such friendly meetings were more fre- 


quent. 
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blings about Christian roe ae the deception of 
priestcraft, ‘he is ‘himself a hypocrite and a deceiver, 
and knows himself to be such. With all his pity for 
our poverty of spirit, he is himself a coward, and dares 
not appear in his own proper character. He professes 
an attachment to a religion which he hates, only to 
destroy it, and Judas like betrays his Master with a 
kiss. Let those who rave and gnash their teeth at the 
education of ministers and at missions to the heathen, 
come out like men, and write in broad and burnished 
characters upon their foreheads, INFIDEL,—THE DE- 
TERMINED ENEMY OF CHRIST,—RESOLVED NEVER TO 
REST TILL HE HAS DRIVEN THE HATED NAZARENE 
FROM THE RARTH.”’ 


Who would have thought, after this, that Dr. Griffin, 


_. in his favorite flights of oratory, could have instantly 






.d himself into a Universalist? Yet the follow- 
fhe very -wards to the above quotation > 
““ Let him beware. "This world belongs to Christ. 
It was created by him and for him, and he has purchas- 
ed it since and overpaid the price in his blood. It has 
been made over to him by covenant, and his charter 
‘covers it all. It-is preserved and governed for no oth-. 
er end then to be the seat ofhis kingdom. It is all his 
own, and no other being has a right to erect an inter- 
est on this ground. His kingdom constitutes the grand 
‘interest of the world, and it will prevail and swallow 
up all other interests. It will advance like a rolling 
‘world and crush every thing that rises to oppose it.— 
Its glorious Head will extend his sceptre over the 
thrones of Europe and the temples of Asia. -He will 
march through prostrate nations and lay a subjugated 
world at his feet. Superstition and ignorance, pride 
and passion, bloodshed and misery will yield before 
him. All that pollutes and all that afflicts humanity 
shall die on the point of his sword, and he shall sit 
dewn upon his throne the grand pacificator and re- 
storer of a world.” 





NEW UNIVERSALIST MEETING HOUSE. 


On Thursday the 12th ult. the frame of the Univer- 
salist Meeting house, in Turner, was raised. The oc- 
casion is said to have been highly interesting and im- 
portant. A general invitation having been given, to 
the people of Turner and Buckfield, several hundred 
men were present. As the concourse was made up of 
the different denominations in those towns, it was 
thought proper to invite the Rev. Mr. Greely of Tur- 
ner, to address the throne of Grace by prayer ; with 
which he cheerfully complied, and performed the ser- 
vice in a very appropriate, impressive and solemn 
manner, For this act of liberality and christian duty, 
Mr. Greely is entitled to that respect and veneration. 
which we cannot in conscience manifest, towards Con- 
gregational clergymen, in general, in this State. A- 
greeably to the pious desires that were expressed in 
prayer, the frame was reared without accident or harm; 
and it has been remarkeil by spectators. that there | 
was the most harmony and good will manifested, and | 
less bad language and other abuses indulged, than 
they ever before witnessed, on an occasion of the kind. 
J.et us all unite then, with our friends, in gratitude for 
past mercies, and in humble prayer that their beneve 
lent efforts may be abundantly succeeded. 

(Portland) Ch. Intelligencer. 





"Phe following from Arch Bishop Newcome on the 
benevolence of Jesus Christ, is considered a very 
happy illustration of that trail in our Lord’s charac- 

_ ter. ew things may be seen in which we could 
not agree with the writer, but generally we think 
the treatment of the subject is excellent. 


Tillotson has justly observed that “‘ our Lord was a 
pattern both of the contemplative and active life, shews 
us how to mix these to the greatest advantage, and by 
his own example.teaches us that we cannot serve God 
dbetterthan by doing good tomen.”” His benevolence, 
which is‘the second virtue in rank after piety, was 
wonderful and unexampled. Though he was rich in 
the glories of his divine nature, yet for our sakes he 


became poor, ahd clothed himself with human infirmi- softening and binding up his ‘wotinds, ‘and "taking the 
ties, sin only’excepted. During his abode on earth, most tender cate of him ; and ‘was accordingly propos- 
we have constantly occasion to admire his assiduous ed as a perfect example of compassion and benéficence 
and laborious beneficence, his gentle, benign and af- to his hearers, and to his disciples in all ages. 
fectionate disposition and conduct. The severity of When the Samaritans refused to receive him and his 
the baptist’s appearance, of his manner of life and ad- | apostles because they were journeying to Jerusalem, 
dress, was wisely intended to raise the attention ofthe and James and John, full of natural animosity towards 
Jews, and to remind them of their ancient prophets; them, asked permission to consume. them by fire from 
particularly of Elijah, the next in eminence to their heaven; our Lord reproved their intemperate zeal in 
great lawgiver Moses. And this rigor of character . these instructive words, ‘*Ye know not what manner 
served as a shade to place our Lord’s amiable qualities of spirit ye are of: for the Son of Man is not come to 
in a stronger light. ‘here is a true simplicity and destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” 

force in St. Peter’s description of Jesus, that he “went | When the Samaritan leper “glorified God witha 
about doing*good.”” , He was always dispensing good, | loud voice” for his recovery, ‘‘ and fell down on ‘his 
not only to the bodies of men, which is here particu- | face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thavks,”’ our Lord plac- 
larly meant, to their souls, And he is with | ed his gratitude in the fullest light: **Where there 





equal justness. aud, sublimity represented by the pro- | 20t ten cleansed’ but werg are the nine? There are 


phet Malachi as “‘the son of righteousness, with heal- 
ing in his wings.” The evils of pain and disease, of 
ignorance and vice, fled before him, as the sun dispels 
darkness. 

But let us illustrate this :part-of our Lord’s charac- 
ter by facts recorded in the gospels. 

St. Matthew repeatedly asserts of Jesus that he heal- 
ed “all -‘manner of disease and al] manner of sickness 
among the people:”? and the disorders which, in the 
opinion of the Jews, were most aflictive and dreadfal, 
seem to have been the special objects of his miraculous 


‘power. 


Those whom he raised from the dead were the only 
son of a widow, the only daughter of Jairus, and Laz- 
arus the friend of his immediate and constant follow- 
ers. There are some secondary circumstances in his 
benevolent miracles which well deserve our notice.— 
When a tiind man was brought to him at Bethsaida, 
he did not delegate the humane office to one of his dis- 
ciples, but himself took him by the hand, and led him 
out of the city. When he healed a demoniac, an only 
son, he lifted him from the ground where he lay as 
dead, aud restored him to his father. And, with the 
tame unspeakable benignity, he not only raised the 





widow of Nain’s son, but himself delivered him into 
her hands. 

Sach was his attention to those who most wanted in- 
struction and reformation, that hy enemies invidiously 
characterized him as the “friend of publicans and sin- 
ners.”’ Ilis address to the Jews'was truly affectionate : 
‘*Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden 


not found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger.” -- 

And though, when our Lord sent out the twelve, he 
forbade them to go into the way of the Gentiles, or to 
enter into a city of the Samaritans, who were of Gen- 





‘tile origin ; it being the privilege of the Jews that the 


gospel should be first preached to them ; yet he shew- 
ed how superior he was to the malevolence of the 
times, and how attentive to remove it from others, 
when, immediately before his ascension, he thus ad- 
dressed the apostles; ‘‘Ye shall be witnesses unto me, 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in SAMARIA, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 

And at another time, when he commanded that an 
offender, who despised public and private admonition, 
should be to his disciples as a heathen and a publican, 
he meant to explain the manner in which a christian 
brother was to be avoided on such occasions, and 
adapted his Janguage to Jewish customs and ideas. 

After Jesus had wrought miracles both in Jerusalem 
and in Galilee, and his fame as a prophet had been 
| spread abroad, he went to Nazareth, his place of abode, 
from his second toabout histhirtieth year. Here he raised 
|the wonder of the Nazarenes at his gracious words, 
and declared himself a prophet ; censuring at the same 
time their prejudices against him on account of his 
humble descent, and intimating, “with much dignity, 
that they were as unworthy of him as their forefathers 
had been of the great prophets Elijah and Elisha. 
At this they were so enraged, that he was compelled 
to preserve his life by miracle. 








[with the grievous yoke of the law,] and I will give | When he had still further excited attention, and 


you rest.” 
It is often recorded of him that he sat at meat with 


| exalted his character, by workiug numberless miracles 
‘in Galilee, by displaying his power to the Jewish rul- 


Pharisees, though perhaps at the very time his conduct ers, and to the whole people at another passover, by 
was watched by them with a jealous enmity : and, no | Calling the twelve, by the wonderful wisdom and au- 
doubt, he was af all times intent on softening and sub- | thority of his copious instructions on the mount, and 








duing the prejudices of that haughty and worldly ' even by raising the dead, probably after the interval 
of more than a year, he graciously vouchsafed to revisit 


the place of his education. [His countrymen were 
again astonished at his wisdom; and also expressed 
their admiration at his mighty works. But still they 
were offended at the obscurity of his birth. And, on 
account of their anbelief, he did not deem it wise and 
fit to do many miracles among them, “save that he 
laid his hands on a few sick, and healed them.” 

I consider both these visits as affectionate, and par- 
ticularly the second: they prove that our Lord could 
not he deterred by fear of contempt, by ingratitude or 
danger, from prosecating bis gracious design towards 
his countrymen. 

There isa branch of benevolence which consists in 
relieving poverty from our worldly substance : and 
our Lord, well knowing the great importance of this 
virtue, has given it the weight of his example : He, 
I. say, who wrought a miracle to pay the tribute money, 
and who had not where to lay his head, has recom- 
mended it by his own practice. This we learn, as we 
do many shining parts of our Lord’s character, from 
an incidental circumstance. When he said to the 
traitor Judas, “What thou doest, do quickly ;> some 


sect. 

Iie shewed great benignity to a woman who had 
been a sinner, by not disdainfully spurning her from 
him like a proud Pharisee ; but by permitting her to 
anoint his feet, by commending her faith, and by re- 
assuring her of forgiveness. 

He performed three miracles on Gentiles; and often 
foretold, both in direct terms and in parables, their ad- 
mission intotieehorch and into his kivgdom of glory. 

The Samaritans were a people against whom the 
Jews entertained the strongest prujudices, and the 
sharpest religions enmity. But our Lord’s mind was 
so far from being tinctured with hatred towards them, 
that he shewed them the greatest humanity. At the 
well of Jacob he instructed a woman of Samaria, and 
unreservedly declared to her his Messiahship: he 
spake of the Samaritans asa part of his spiritual har- 
vest; at theirrequest he remained in their city two 
days; and during that interval gave them ample rea- 
son to conclude from his divine instructions that he 
was the Saviour of the world. 

When he related the beautiful parable of the wound- 





ed Jewish traveller, a Samaritan was represented as 
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of his disciples understood him as commanding that he. 
who kept the bag “should give something to the poor.” 
whence we may infer that this was our Lord’s custom. 
And perhaps we may observe, without refining, that it 
wasCbrist’s manner toconvey such injunctions secretly; 
his disciples putting this sense on indirect and doubt- 
ful words, as if he was wont to express himself covertly 
on like occasions. 

There is often a mixture of benevolence and au- 
thority in our Lord’s form of address. When a para- 
lytic was let down through the roof of a house, where 
Jesus was instructing and healing many, he thus re- 
moved all fear of impropriety and intrusion, ‘ Take 
courage, Son; thy sins are forgiven thee.” He used 
the same appellation to his disciples, “Sons, how hard 
is it for those who trust in riches to enter into the 
kingdom of God!” When the woman who had an is- 
sue of blood, incttrable by natural means, came belrind 
Jesus in the press, touched his garment, and immed- 
iately perceived that she was healed; Jesus “looked 
round about to see her who had done this thing.”°— 
And when the woman, fearing and trembling through 
uncertainty what construction might be put on her 
conduct, told him the whole truth, he thus graciously 
dispelled her fears, “‘Take courage, DavGnTER ; thy 
faith has restored thee to health: go in peace, and’ be 
healed of thy disease.” And probably on many occa- 
sions, though two only are recorded, our Lord used a 
language which St. John in his venerable old age 
seems to have imitated, calling on his disciples by the 
endearing name of CHILDREN. 

How open our Lord was to the kind affections ap- 
pears from his sensations towards the young man who 
had kept the commandments from his youth: “Jesus 
beheld him and loved him.” 

Observe how he acted when “‘some brought to him 
little children, that he might lay his hands on them 
and pray.” “The disciples rebuked those who brought 
them,” as if such objects were unworthy of his atten- 
tion. “Bat when Jesus saw it, he had indignation, 
called them to him,” exhorted men to imitate their 


amiablé qualities, “took them up in his arms, put Hits 


hands upon them, and blessed them.”” Every heart 
must be warmed by the plain recital of such a con- 
duct, and every tongue must praise it. 

His precepts of benevolence afford a striking pic- 
ture of his benevolent mind. ‘‘Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself,” is the commandment to which he 
assigned the second rank. Nay, he enjoined the love 
of our enemies ; and declared that the love of those 
who love us is thankless and unrewardable. We are 
to make mutual love our distinguishing mark as Chris- 
tians; and his new commandment is, that we love one 
another according to that eminent degree of love with 
which he loved us. 

Thus did he strive to prevent the train of evils acci- 
dentally occasioned by religion ; which inflames men’s 
passions in proportion to its importance. And he di- 
rectly condemned persecution in those memorable 
words, *“*Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of; 
for the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them; and again in the patable where, 
under the character of an husbandman who sowed 
good seed in his field, he forbade gathering together, 
the tares, or destroying the sons of the evil one who 


gave offence by pernicious doctrines or by unrighteous | 


lives, lest at the same time the wheat should be root- 
ed up with them: lest good men, whose interests were 
interwoven with them, should partake of their suffer- 
ings; lest the principle supposed to justify the exter- 
mination of such, should sometimes involve the good ; 
and lest the interest of the gospel itself should be im- 
paired, when iis professors, like wild beasts, worried 
and devoured each other. In the time of harvest, at 
the lay day, our Lord will say to his reapers. the an- 
gels, “‘Gather ye together first the tares, and hind 
them in bundles to burn them ; buat gather the whea! 
into my garner.” And if men extirpate each other for 
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‘speculative errors in religion, of for such iniquitous 
practices as do not endanger society, they boldly in- 
vade his province who alone can infallibly discern 
truth from falsehood, and know the various aggrava- 
tions or alleviations of wrong conduct. The compul- 
sion which should be used by Chifist’s followers is rea- 
son and argument ; as he himself compelled the Gentiles 
to receive his gospel by enduing the preachers of it 
with wisdom and power from on high: he laid them 
‘under a moral necessity of believing, by furnishing the 
fullest means of conviction. 

The manner in which our Lord prepared the apos- 
tles for his departure, and the consolation which he 
administered to them, were in the highest degree af- 
fectionate. He often foretold his death, and called 
their attention to it in the strongestterms : ‘Let these 
words sink down into your ears: fort 
about to be delivered ititet 
shall kill him ; and after he is} 
gain the third day.” And, on the evening before his 
death, he calmed their minds with the uttnost delica- 
ey of address, and with the greatest enlargement of 
affection towards them: ‘Let not your heart be troub- 
led: believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: I go to prepare a 
place for you.” ‘I will pray the Father, and he shall 
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Boston, Saturday, June 18, 1825. 














TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


As this number of the Magazine is the last of the 
present Year and Sixth Volume, the Publisher feels it 
his duty here to tender his thanks to all those Subscri- 
bers who have manifested their regard for his Paper, 
by paying punct according to its terms. By so 
doing, they have "@ficouraged him to persevere in his 
labors, and at the same time, evinced their determi- 
nation to “deal justly.” He would not, however, 
judge that all who have been remiss, are-wanting in 
attention to justice and fair dealing, as circumstances 
may sometimes render delay unavoidable; but he 
trusts it will not be thoug proper to gay that all 
who neglect to forwa abscription during’ the 
first three months of the Volume, ought, in justice, to 
pay afterwards at the rate of $2,50 for the year. 

The Publisher now calls earnestly on those who are 
in arrears for one year or more. It is painful to him to 
urge them to pay; but when poverty oppresses, he 
feels a necessity of claiming his just dues. 

It is with the utmost reluctance that he has been at 
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give you another Advocate, that he may abide with 
you always.” “Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.’ ‘Father I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me,be with me where I am ; that they may 
behold my glory which thou hast given me.” ; 
Such was the sensibility of his disposition, and his 
benevolent horror at Judas’ ingraditude and guilt, that 
he could not mention his traitorous design at the. pas- 
chal supper without great emotion: ‘the was troubled 
in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me.” 





bis friends.”’ 


Christ died for us.” 

After our Lord’s resurrection, his benevolence shone 
with the same degree of mild lustre. We have re- 
markable proofs of it in his conduct to St. Peter. Oue 
of the angels who appeared to the women at his se- 
pulchre thus addressed them: and, no doubt, in con- 
formity to our Lord’s command: ‘Depart, say to his 
disciples and to Peter, He goeth before you into 
Galilee.» And two of the sacred writers have record- 
ed his separate appearance to this apostle on the day 
of his resurrection. He appeared not apart to St. 
John, his beloved disciple : but to him who had thrice 
denied him, who had bitterly bewailed his crime, and 
whose mind stood in need of healing: and with the 
same kind attention our Lord afterwards afforded Pe- 
ter an occasion of expiating, as it were, his three de- 
nials of him by thrice declaring his love. 

With an admirable consistency, our gracious Saviour 
ended as he began. 
the very act of lifting up his hands on his disciples and 
blessing them. ‘ei 

Nor must we stop here. Me is how our intercessor 
at. God’s right hand, and will hereafter be the dispen- 
cer of eternal life tothe righteous: and be has taught’ 
us to anticipate his conduct on that day ; when he 
will allot so high a rank to thevvirtue of benevolence 
as to place actions arising from it among our leading 
and essential duties, and will shew so intimate a con- 
cern and affection for his disciples.as to regard acts of 
hnmanity dove to the meanest of them as done to bim- 
self. 

—= 2 ae 


New Society.—A Universalist Society has.recently 
been formed in Carver, Mass. 





His ignominious and painful death was the greatest 
act of benevolence to the whole world. *‘Greater love 
than this hath no maw, that a mésJay down hirtife for | t® the effices of those papers. 
‘‘But God commendeth bis love towards 
us in that, while we were yet sinners and enemies, 


He was taken up to heaven in 


length brought to give the following last Notice: All 
those who are in arrears for MORE THAN TWO YEARS, 
| will have their accounts lodged in the hands.of Allornies 
| in every practicable case, at the end of two monthe, un- 
less paid. Hznay Bowen. 


———P 0:0 


(TO OUR BROTHER EDITORS. . 


Observing that the “Life of the Rev. Elhanan Win- 
chester,” is republishing in other papers, we request 
‘our brother editors to copy the concluding part, (which 
was contained in our 50th number) fromthe New-York 
Gosret HERALD, or from the Portland CuristiAn 
INTELLIGENCER, as corrected copies have been seut 
We were absent when 
that part of this Biography was struck off, and the 
proof-sheet was not thoroughly reviewed.— Editors. 
‘Errata én our 50/h Number. Ist page, Ist column, 
11th line; for entire read entirely. 32d line, insert 
then before purchased. In the 2d line in the Note at 
the bottom, omit the comma after proofs. In the 4th 
line of the Note, read, says, of this publication, tf “was 
my,” &c. In the 2d column of the Ist page, 44ih 
line, omit the before Southwark. In the Ist Note at 
the bottom, 3d line, put a period after Philadelphia:— 
In the 2d Note, 2d line, put a period after Thames.— 
In the 3d column, Ist page, 12th line, insert and that, 
before added. In the 18th line of the same column, 
read Philadelphian Magazine, for Philadelphia Maga- 


sine. 
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ORDINATION. 


Brother Carvin GARDNER will be Ordained as 
Pastor of the Universalist Society: in Charlestown, on 
Wednesday next. Sermon by Rev. Tuomas Jones, 
of Gloucester. ; a 


~~ MARRIED IN THIS cry, | pi 
By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Ira Alien W to Miss 


Lydia Dumpbe. Mr. Harley Newcomb to Miss Rox- 
ana D. Hartwell. Mr. Josiah M. Harding to Miss 
Nancy Jennings. 

In Cambridgeport, by the Rev. Themas Whittemore, 
Mr.-Enoch Davis to Miss Amittai Bartlett. _ 

-EN THIS CITY, 

Benjamin Wisner Welch, youngest ehild of Mr. 
Francis Welch, aged 21 months. On'the 9th inst. Mr. 
John Dilliway, aged 34. On Sunday morning, Mr. 
Hiram Coburn, aged 50. Mr. Joshua Convers. . 

In Foxborough, Mass. 24th ult. Mr. Ruel Stone, 
son of Mr. Ephraim Stone, of Wilton, Me. aged 25. 


In Wiscasset, Mr. John Babson, aged 44. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


CONVERSION. 


The common doctrine of conversion, as has been 
taught by the clergy, maintains that conversion means 
a change from nature to grace, and is a radical change 
ofnatare. By a little attention to the scriptures it is 
probable that we may form a tolerably correct opinion 
on this subject. 

{n the 10th chapter of Mat. ve ap account 
that Jesus called his twelve disciples to him, gave 
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal all manner of sickness, and all manner of 


disease, and sent them to preach to the lost sheep of| 


the house of Israel. Let the question now be put to 
our doctors, whether these disciples were, at this time, 
when thus éndued, and fitted for the work of their min- 
istry, converted? They would undoubtedly answer 
“this question in the affirmative, if it were not that Ju- 
das was then one of the twelve. But as they hold 
that no one who is converted can possibly be lost, this 
circumstance involves no small difficulty ; and our di- 
vines are perplext to find how to manage so as to have 
the disciples true converts, and yet reject Judas.— 
There is another difficulty, though I do not know that 
our divines ever thought of it, | mean the one arising 
out of the circumstance, that the scriptures say noth- 
ing about the conversion of the twelve disciples before 
they were commissioned to preach and to work mira- 
cles iu the name of Jesus. The account of their being 
called by the divine Master is remarkably wanting in 
respect to any account of conversion, which would be 
theught evangelical in modern times. That the dis- 
ciples needed conversion after they had been employ- 
ed for sometime in the ministry is evident from the 
fellowing account in Mat. xviii. ‘* At the same time 
came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, who is the great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven? Anéd Jesus called a 
little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said, verily | say unto yeu, except ye be convert- 
ed, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” That these disciples, 
who uow needed conversion, had been called and com- 
miseioned by Jesus is certain. What would acompany 
of our modern clergy think, if they were told that unless 
they should be converted they should never enter the 
kingdom of heaven? If they did not scorn to hold 
conversation with one who should be bold enough to 
tell them this truth plainly, they would inform him 
that they gad long been in the habit of preaching thus 
to poor, unconverted sinners, but that it was by no 
means proper to preach such doctrine to them, who 
long since had been converted. 

We have an account in the 22d of Luke of a nature 
to show that Peter would need conversion, and of what 
would be required of him afterwards. See verse 32. 
Jesus said to him; ** When thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.”” By a suitable attention to 
the circumstances which are related as connected with 
the words of Jesus to Peter, we discover the need of 
his conversion. Another passage which teaches that 
those who have been in the way of righteousness may 
err from the truth and need conversion, we find in the 
epistie of Jdmes, see chap. 5. “Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert him; let him 
know, that he which ‘coaverteth a sinner from, the er- 
ror of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a multitude of sins.” ; 

To conclude ; | am free to acknowledge that I can 
see no more reason for supposing t the conversion 
of Peter or any other true converts to Jesus, when he 
or they were first instructed into the truth, was any 
more a change of nature, than was the conversion 
which Peter and other christians needed after they 
had erred from the truth. H. B. 

——t 6D 

‘“Q worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

before him, all the earth.” 






fear 
Davip. 
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And must I die, and see no more 

This lovely world, O Lord, of thine, 
Give all these sweet evjoyments o’er, 
And to the shades of death resign ? 


Why wasI made with fond desire 

For these bright scenes which round me-lie? 
To see in yonder globe of fire 

The image of the Deity? 


And why should that mild moon so please, 
And those bright stars rejoice a heart, 
Which icy death so soon must freeze, 

And bid each of life depart? 


Why should the breezes of the spring, 
And the gay blossoms on the trees, 
With all the winged tribes that sing, 
Have such enchanting powers to please 


Thy child, O Lord, who soon must die, 
And see, and hear, and love no more? 
Can non-existence please thine eye? 
Can death and silence thee adore ? 


Still here are softer, fonder things, 

In children and companion dear, 
Than blossoms, or the bird that sings, 
My love to warm, engage my care. 


Why dash in pieces then the vase, 
Where such perfimery is stored, 

And blot my memory from the place, 
Where Ive inhal’d thy sweetness, Lord ? 


In dying nature’s stormy sea 
An anchor to the seul is cast, 
And visions of eternity 

Present a rich and !ong repast. 


Then when in death I close these eyes, 

And to his power my heart resign, 

May hope’s immortal star arise, 

And shed its cheering rays divine. H. B. 


From the Rhode-Island American. 


THE CHAPEL. 


°Tis gone! that Temple of cur God, 
Which late in pride and beauty stood— 
The work of many a weary day 

Has vanished like a dream away ! — 

In durst its noble turret lies, 

Which tower’d so proudly to the skies— 
Its lofty walls and galleries fair, 
Ali—all the dreadfal ruin share. 


O "twas a fearful thing to see 

' That Temple of the Deity, 
Where the shekinah shone so bright, 
Diffusing round its glorious light, 
The light of truth from Heaven above 
Revealing all our Father's love ; 
To seé that ‘tenipie wreathed in smoke— 
To hear the raging flames which shook 
From turret to foundation stone 
The dwelling of the Mighty One! 


I stood upon a rising ground 

And viewed the awful scen’ry round— 

The dark deep waters of the bay 

All hushed and still beneath me lay— 

And blacker from the contrast seemed, 

Of the broad lights which o’er them gleamed— 
While brightly on the midnight sky 

The lurid flames flashed wild and high, 

And every roof aud spire and height 

Was ruddy with reflected light. 





I] saw the flames rise high, and bigher, 

Curling round the graceful spire, 

Till in a winding sheet of light, 

It vanish’d from my aching sight ; 

With one long, loud, rebellowing sound, 

Crumbling aod thundering to the ground! 
Thy Temple, Lord, is in the dust— 
Yet still on Thee we place our trust ; 
We lift our sorrowing hearts above, 
And still can say that **God is love.” 





~ EARTHQUAKE IN MAINE, 


Wiscasset, June 10.—We are informed that on 
Monday night last, about 10 o’clock, a heavy shock of 
an earthquake was felt in the town of Gardiner, and 
another, more light, about 12 o’cloék. The latter 
shock was felt also in this town. 


——— 


Hat.owE tt, June 11.—Several shocks of an earth- 
quade were distinctly felt in this town on Monday 
night last, the first two at 33 minutes past 10 o'clock, 
within a few seconds of each other; and a third about 
5 minutes past midnight. The direction was from W. 
S. W. to E. N. E. and the concussion was such as to 
shake the houses in town, and rattle the windows 
with considerable violence. The first shocks were 
preceded by a noise in the west, resembling a heavy 
peal of thunder, and almost instantly followed by sev- 
eral distinct sounds in the east like the discharge of 
cannon at a distance in rapid succession. 


Aveusta,JuneE11.—OnMonday night last,about half 
past ten,two distinct shocks of an earthquake, following 
each other in quick succession, were felt in this town. 
They were accompanied with considerable noise, and 
awakened many persons from their sleep. At half 
past 12, there was another shock more severe than the 
first; and many were tne third time awakened by a 
shock a little before day light. 

Explosion.—Three persions were killed, one drown- 
ed, and three others injured, by the explosion of the 
boiler of the steam boat Legislator, as she was about 
to leave the wharf at New-York, on the 2d inst. All 


|except one, appear to have belonged to the boat.— 


The killed were a fireman, the cook anda waiter. — 


|There were upwards of 60 passengers on board.— 


Boats to be towed will soon be in fashion, and a Jarge 
one, with superior accommodations, is building at New 
York. The machinery of the Legislator was on the 
low pressure principle. The accident is attributed by 
some, to the desperate exertions that are too often 
made, that one boat may arrive at her point of desti- 
vation half a minute before her opponent and rival !— 
which is regarded as a much more important matter 
than the safety of the passengers.— Niles’ Reg. 
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